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Introduction

The employment of persons in artistic occupations and the

complementary number of unemployed in artistic occupa-

tions are the subjects of this report. Information about

unemployment is alwayS more urgent since it is. a measure

of a-serious deficiency. However, the two.subjects cannot

be isolated from each other since they are based on the

same data. The relationship has been described as that
1/

of the doughnut and the hole.

Compilation of data on the unemployment and employment of

artists on a base comparable with the data for the total

U. S. population is possible becal4se of the work of the

Bureau -of the Census and the birea*of Labor Statistics:

The data used in thii report for 19:7p is7.from-the'1970.

Census of Popuiation.'The data for_subseguent years is

from annualized monthly averages from the monthlyCur'rent
.

.

/Population Studies conducted for the Bureau of Labor

Statistics by the Bureau of the CenSus.' The BUreau of

1/ Shiskin, Julius, Commissioner of Labor Statistics,
"Employment and Unemployment: The Doughnut or the Hole?'
Monthly Labor Review, February 1976, p. 3. .

1'
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Labor Statistics has released, AR the Naiprial Endowment

for the Arts detailed data on artistic occupations for

197'1 - 1975 that has not been made.available through its

regular publi-dations.-

The ,style adopted for this report uses tables to,preseht

the main body of information about employment and unemploy-
,

Tables 1 - 3, and Figure 1, are a summary data

presenV tation in Simple form. The following Tables 4 - 9

are very detailed and provide daita that should be help-

ful to readers interested in the statistical basis for

the percent unemployment,-that is reported.- The text is

o

a brief summary of'highlight, froirmHthe tables. Three

Appendices with several - tables and'afigure.dbmplete

the report. This final material is very technical and

is-intended for persons who are specially concerned

about the reliability of the data and its-use for trend

projection as well as needs for additional research.

In reading the report, the differences in the data source

for 1970,and,1971 - 1975 should ,be remembered. The statis-

tical reliability of the data for the latter years is 'much

less because of the differdnces in sample size. "Standard

Errors" are shoWn in Tables 3 - 9.,' -The use of this measure

for data reliabilit!Yis.discus appendices:

ilr
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43, 4.

Summary-of.EmplOyment
and Unemployment ,Changes From 1974 to 1975

Ly

6

The'MOsE striking g-ob rvation from the eXam,inetion of

employment' and unemployment data for-the artistic occupa-L
,

tions is the increase in the total work 'force that'has

occurred in recent years. In ,1975, the employMent of

artistscontinued-Eo increase'and the,total experienced

Writers, Artists, and Entertainer labor force grew at a

rate of*5.5%. Changes ih unempioyment,followed-the 'general
f

trend of the U,, S. population and was lubstantially, greater

in 1975 than in 1974. Tabld 1 summarizes the percent dnem-.

oyment fo r beledted artistic occupations in 11974 and 1975.t
.1' 4scent unemplOyment increlied for most of the 'selected

-occupations-and was substantially greatertha-n-f6rAll Pro-

fessional, 'technical, and Kindred Workers.' The increase

or decreasak..in- thf percent unemployment for thes'e two' yeap

should be, interpreted carefully in tfie,light.of the Standard

'Errors shown in Tables 8 and 9 and Appendix II.on Emple-
_ =

illent and Unemployment Trends. Table 2 compares percent

unemploymeAt for writers, Artists, andEntertainers with

that of all Professional, Kindred Wor -rs

for the period 1970 -,1975.'

7
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TABLE 1

COMPARISON OF UNEMPLOYMENT FOR SELECTED
OCCUPATIONS WITH-ALL PROFESSIONAL_,_

TECHNICAL AND KINDRED WORKERS: 974 and 1975

All Professional, Tech-

1974 1975

nical & Kindred Workers 2.3% 3.2%

Architects 2.7% 5.4%

Actors 47.4% 35.0%

,

Authors . 2.1% 4.3%

Dancers *

\*"` 2.3% 7.4%Designers

'Musicians & Composers 4.1% 7.9%

Painters & Sculptors 3.2 %' 5.8%

Photographers 3.8% 6.2%

'Change

+2.7%

+2.2%

+2.4%

Data base is toot small to provide a meaningful-estimate.

1/, See Appendix II and Standard Errors in Tables 8 and 9.

Source: See Tables 8 and 9 for,data source.

0
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TABLE 2

.so

COMP RISON OF UNEMPLOYMENT FOR WRITERS,
ARTISTS AND ENTERTAINERS WITH ALL PROFESSIONAL-,

TECHNICAL AND KINDRED WORKERS: 1970 -4, 1975,

')% Unemployment
Writers, Artists
& Enter.tainers

% Unemployment
All Professional,
,Technical and
Kindred Workers

J.972 1/

1973
2/

1970' 1/

1971 2/

1974
2/

4.8% 2.3%

e

1975
2/

-44% Z.2%

4.6%

7.1%

5.6%

4.8%

1.8%

2.9%

2.4%1

2.2%

1/. Table 51, U.S.-Bureau of the Census:-Census of
Popdlation: 1970 Subject Reports, Elnei Reptyrt,
PC(2)-7A, .Occupational Characteristics.

4,

Unpublished data furnished by the Bureau of
Libor Statistics.

. %
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How Many Artists?

S

In the 1970 Census, the total of-Writers, Artists, and

Entertainers in the labor force was 767'574 'persons. The

Bureau of Laboli Statistics data for 1975 is 1,055,000.

persons in the same group. The increase reflectssa com-
-

.pounded annual growth rate for the.5 year period of 5.7%.

At this rate of growth, the labor force of artists 'would

'double in a period of about 12,5 years. Data on the
wt.

growth of the artistic occupations labor force for the

1970 - 1975 period is presented in Table 3. Figure 1

illustrates graphically thelirise in this labor force

during the period and the changes in'the subgroups of

the unemployed and employed.

Unemployment of Artists

For 1.975, the percent unemployment of all Profesdlonal,

Technical, and Kindred Workers is 3.2%. This compares

with 7.4% for, the Writers, Artists, and Entertainers

occupational group. .Among the selected artistic occupa--

a.'tions in 1975, the following unemployment rates are

''reported:
C

Architectat-:- 5.4%, Actors -- 35.0%, Authors 4;*
Designers Musicians and COmposers

Danceti (inadequate'data), Painters and Sculp=

5.9%,-and Photographers E;.20/0 .

0

..

s.
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. FIGURE

TOTAL WRITERS, ARTISTS AND ENTERTAINERS "LABOR
FORCE, EMPLOYED AND UNEMPLOYED: }/970'- 1975

1,050,000-

1,000,000

950,000-

920,000-

850,000-

4%0

e`
800,000-

P

100,000

50, Ob6
UneMployed

Total
Artists &

,=,`

Enter

Labor
tain
Force

rs

,

1t

4

Employed
,Writers', Artists

Entertainer

Writers, Artists
& Entertainers

,1970 19 , 1975

(
N

Source: Table 3 12
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:Unemployinent of Writers, Atists, and Entertainers as a .
.

broad occupational group waSk4.6% in 1970.- In the five
. .

years since 1970, tflOppercefit of unemployment Of Writers,

Artist, and Entertainers' fluctuated annually and roughly

"f011owed the trend in unemployment of all Professional,

Technical, and Kindred Workers but at a rate 2 to 21/2

imesgreater.

Tables 4 - 9 present a detailed analysis of the total

experienced labor force-for selected artistic occupa-

tions, theITUmber and percent unemployed,andSt;andard'

'---ErrOre ofthe percent unemployed statistics: This data

4is provided for` Arc ects,-4ctors, Authorp,,,Dancers,

Designers, Musicians And Composers, Painters and-Sculptots,_

and:Photographe6, r bOth sexes .combined and separately.
_,

Similar statistics provided in these tables fOr the

larger group of all'Professiongl, Technical; and kindred

workers for comparison. :Separate tables are prOvided for
.

each year. from 1970 to 1975. .

As a result of th'e difference in the-basis for the 1970
4

Censui andthe annualized averages from the Current
.

Population Studies data for the subse nt yeari,'stap-
,

a

ti

dard trrors of percent unemployment large

for Some of the occupations in 1971 - 1975. Use-r4 of

13

f

s

2,
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't

this report are cautioned against, plotting an unemploy-

ro.ent trend

occupations"

line with theriaata' ior individual artistic..
reported in: Tables 4 - 9 before considering

the informatidn in Appendix II, Employment and Unemploy-'

ment trends.

A very- significant Observation from the' examination, of

the tables for the six years' is the very 'great difference.,
unemployment in the artistic occupations., Vnemployment

most ,severe among Actors raigging",frorri, a hi411, percentage.

oe,'47'.4% recorded in, both 1971 and 1974 'tO'S. lows Of 33:4%
t 4

.,,recorded in 1970. The percent unemployment, of 'Actorsain.1.-
, . ..,,

sss,1975 is \35%, c_lose to the lciiw\ of 33.4% in 19170,, and ',,corir

:1----: 55

5,_,___...t-rste-w4h, unemployMent, among the
.., ,tionS as t,i,e only ,one in which, ther

At , ,
\\:

As the Standard Errors.of Percent -unemployment of ,Actors

ther artistic

a decrease in 1975.

, , . , ,

,are 'fairly, hkgh, caution shotild- be taken in making trend
Comparii$ons s \

4

,\
,

,;.Danoers are second in percent uneMployinent ranging from a
. .

,..

lout 'of 14.% in 191,0 to a',,high of 30% in 197p, The data
\ ,

s: on unemploymtnt of D4'ers cOr sidered. unreliable except

for the: Census,' Year 197t\-.;and 'comprisons with other 'Occupa-
s.

,

Z:v

tiohs should be ;1410,ted=:to 'ella\e#r.\.'!This, is because of,
,. s

...:5.', , -
s,-,

.

,

ori

s
, ,

' ..'
'1 :, ia d.

1.4



Ala

the relatively small number of Dancers and the difficulty

-of obEdining satisfaotory'data for this oAupational group

in the sample used for the monthly Current Population

Studies.

In contrast to Actors and Dancers, the ottler selected

artistic occupations in Tables.4 - 9 are represented by

a sufficiently large number of persons in the labor force

so that the data on percent unemployment is More useful.

;

r.

14



TABLE 4

TOTAL LABOR FORCE AND UNEMPLOYMENT FOR
SELECTED ARTISTIC OCCUPATIONS AND SEX: 1970

All Professional,'

Total
Ekperienced
Labor: Force
(thouq.andz)-

Number
Unemployed
(thousands)

Unem-
ployment

Tech-
. 215.1 1.8%nical& Kindred Workers' 11,667.0

Male
Female

Architects

.

,

.6,952.3
4,674.7

57,1

116.4 -
98.7

0.8

1.7%
'2.1%

.
.

.

1.4%
Male
Female

Actors
.

. 479

.
'2.1

14.1

.7

.04

4.7

1.3%
2.0%

33.4%
Male
Female

. 8.2
5.9

2.6
2.1

--32.2%
35..0%

Standard
Error

% Unem-
ployment

.111/4

.1%;

.1%4A

.4%

.4%
1:7%

2.2%
2.9% .

3.4%-

Authors . 26.0 'U 1.1 4.1 %, .6%
Male .. 18;1 .7 4.1% - .8%

.

Female .. 7.9 . .4 , 4,1% 1:2%
1140

Dancers 6.4 1.0 14.5 %' 2.2%
Male 77 '-.3 . 20.9% 5.5% -

Female , 5.7 .8. 13.3% 2.3%:,

Designers_ 112.3 3,5
Male 85.2 2.0
Female 27.1 I 1.5

Musicians -& Compose -s 96.5 6.5
Male 63.7 5.1
Female 32.9 1.4

Painters & Sculptors .5 4.1
Male 6 2.0
Female 39.6' 2.1

Photographers 66.0 2.0
Male 56.5 1.4
Female 9.4 .6

5.5%.

6.7%
8.0%
4.1%

3.8%
2,9%-
5.3%

O

7%

.2%

.3%

.7%

.3%

.7%

.3%

.6%

.3%

1.1%

SourCe: Table 51, U.S. Bureau of the Census, ensus of Populati n:
1970 Subject Reports, Final Report PC(2)-7A,_Occupational Charac-

,teristics:

4.



TABLE 5

TOTAL LABOIi.OACE AND UNEMPLOYMENT FOR /
SELECTED ARTISTIC OCCUPATIONS AND SEX; 19-71

Total Standard
Experienced Number Error
Labor Force Unemployed % Unem- % Unem-
(thousands) (thousands) ployment ployment

All Professional, Tech-
nical & Kindred Workers 11,416 331 . 2.9% .1%

Male 6,933 188 2.7% .1%
Female ) ) 4,483 143 32% .1%

Architect
Male
Female

Actors ,.: 19
,

9 ., 47.4% 7.7%
Male -,11 4 N 36,4% 7 9.1%

'Female 8; 5 * -

"
6.1%Authors 33 .' 2 2.5%

Male % 21 I 4.8% 2.8%
Female 12 .1 8 4.6%

_Dancers '--10 3- 30.0% .8.7%
Male 1 1 * _
Female 9 2 .-.- * -

',.", -.---Designers 106. 7 6-.6% 1.4%Male 4 . 37.5 1.4%
Female - 28 .3 10.79:, , 3.5%

.
. ,

Musicians & Composers 126 10 7.9% . 1.5%
Male 82 8-' 9.8%

:-. 1.9%
Female * 45 2 4.4% \ 1.9%

,

Painters & Sculptors 130 5 3.8% .1..0%Male: -82 2 '2.4% 1:0%;
Female. 48 vr 3: 6.3% ,2.0%

'Photographers 81 / 4 4.9% 1.3%
Male

, 67
.

.2 3.0% 1.2%,
., Female 13 7.7% 4.5%...1

.
. .

70
67
.3

1, 1.4% .8%
1 '1.5% .8%
0

(-=1Data base is too small to provide/a meaningful estimate.

.SoUr6e: Unpublished'data furnished .by the*Bureau of Labor Statistics..

4?.
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k
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TABLE 6

TOTAL LABOR FORCE AND UNEMPLOYMENT FOR
SELECTED ARTISTIC OCCUPATIONS AND SEX: 1972

Total
Experienced
Labor Force
(thousands)

NUmber
Unemployed
(thousands)

All Professional, Tech-
11,741 282nical & Kindred Workers

Male .

Female

Architects

7,110
4,631

68

153
129

2

2
0

8

Male
Female

Actors

66
2

..,

18
Male .13 5
Female 5 3

Authors 31 1
Male 18 1
Female 13 0

Dancers 6 1
Male 1 0
Female 5 1

O

: Designers 113' 3,

Male -91
Female 21.

Musicians & Composers 130 9
Male 92 8:

Female 39 1

Painters & Sculptors 137 8
Male 78 ,

4
Female 60 4

f .Photographers 80 3
Male 67 2
Female 13 1

% Unem-
ployment

2.4%
2;2%
2,8%

2.9%

Standard
Error. .

% Unem-
ployment

1.1%
3.0% - ]r.2%

8.1%-
8.7%

44.4Y.J.

38.5%

3.2%
5.6%
*

*
*

1.9%
3.4%

.9%

.9%
,2.9%

6.9% 1.3%
1.8%
1.4%

8.7%
1 2.6%

5.1%
5:8%

6.7%

3.8%
3.0%
'7.7%

1.3%
1.4%
1.9%

1.2%
1.2%
4.5%

f'

* Data base is 9141. small to provide a meaningful estimate..

Source: 'UnpubliOed data furnishedlyy the Sureau of Labor Statistic's.

-177
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TABLE 7

,

TOTAL LABOR' FORCE AND UNEMPLOYMENT FOR
SELECTED ARTISTIC OCCUPATIONS AND SEX; 1973

Total Standard
, ErrorExperienced Number

'Labor Force, Unemployed Unem- % Unem-s
(thous;ands) (thousands ployment ployment

All Professional, Tech-
nical & Kindred Workers 12,037 260' 2.2% .1%

Maid 7,186 120 1.7% .1%
Female 4,852 141 2.9% .1%

74 1 1.4% .8%
72 1 1.4% '.8%.
2 0 *

Architects
Male
Female

Ac4trs
Male
Female

16
7

8

Authors 39
Male- 18

.-,:,$1Female
,..7-1.

20
,

1 w
iDancgrs , 10 2. . _ 20.0%- 7.5%',. Male 3. T. *-

Female 7 1 * _
-,...

Designers 125 2 1.6% .7%
Male

, 98 1 1.0% .6% .--Female 27 1 3.7% 2.1%
.

..,..z,

43.8% 's 8,3%

*

1 "2.6%- 1.5%
O T .

O *

Musicians & Composers 129 9 7.0% , 1.3%
Male .

. 88 6 -8-,8% , 1.'6%-
Female 41 3 7;3% 2-4%'..

Painters &Soulptors 141 5', A.5%
8%

.9%Male 80 3 3: 1.2%-_,
Female 60 . 2 3.3% 1.3%

)11!.
Photographers 76 1.3% .7%

1
' .-1.6% -- .9%. ,

Male 63
Female' 13 * 7., .

°
,

Data Ibh.se tog small to provide a meaningful estimate.
At

SourCe.: 'Unpublished data furnished by the Bureau of Labb4iStatistics.

e*.
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TABLE 8

TOTAL LABOR FORCE AND UNEMPLOYMENT FOR
.SELECTBD ARTISTIC, OCCUPATIONS AND SEX: 1974

Total Standard
Experienced Number . Error.

% Unem-
ployment

Labor Force Unemployed %
(thousands) (thousands), ployment

All Professional, Tech-
,pical & Kindred Workers 12,623

Male 7,482
Female 5,142

Architects
Male
Female

73
71
2

t

Actors
Male .
Female

uthors
Male
Female

anders
Male
Female

i.ners
Male
Female'

Mu icians & Composers
Male
Female

'Pai ters & Scul
Male
Female

Phot ra hers
ale
emale

tars

19
11
8

ti

285 2.3% .1%
136 1.8% .1%
150 2.9% .1%

2 2:7%1 1.0%
2 2,8% 1:1%
0

47
. , 27

21

1

1

1

2

0
5 1

132, 3

99 1

33 2 '

146 6
102 4
44 1

,

',154 5

'89 7
3

79 , 3

67 1
13 1

7.2%
9.7%

2.1%
31'44
4.8%

1.29%-

2.1%
2 .

1.0%
6:1%

4.1%
3.9%
2.3%

3.2%
2.2%
4.6%

3.8%
1.5%
7.7%,

r

.8% -

.6%
2.5%

1.2%
.9%

4..5%

* Data base is too-small to provide-a meaningful estimate;

-Source: Unpublished data furnished by the Bureau-of 4Labor,Statistics.
.
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TABLE 9

BOR,FORCE AND UNEMPLOYMENT FOR
TISTPC OCCUPATIONS AND SEX:"1975

TOTAL'
SELECTE

Total
Experienced
Labor Force
(thousand)

All Professional-T-Tech-
nical &,Kindred Workers 13,173

7755
5,474

.74

Male
Female-

Architects
Male 71

3

20

Female

,Actors -

Male
Fernald'

Authors 47
Male -26
,Female, 20

Dancers 8
-3-

Male -
Female 5

Designer -135
Male ,103
Femal.

MusiciansComposers

.34

151
Male; 104
,Female \ -47

Painters & Scu Ora__ 155
,Male 84
Female 72

--PhotOgraphers 81
-Male , 6.7.- 1

Female 14

5.).e. Standard
'Nbmber

, -, Error
Unemployed % Unem- % Unem- -
(thousands) plovmentplorent-

r

10
9.

2

12
9-

9
.5

4

5
4,
1

3.2%
2.8%
3.8%

5.4%
5.6%
*

35.0%
23.1%

,*

'4.3%
*

5.Q%

7.4%
8.7%
5.9%

7.9%
8.7%

- 4%

5.8%
5.9%
6%

6.2%
6.0%
7.1 %,

*' Database is too small to provide a meaningful estimate.

Source: Unpublished,data furnished by the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
4.!

1.5%
1.6%

-6.9%
7.2%

1.6g--77,

1.6%
2.4%

1.4%
1.7%
2.1%

1.1%
1.5%
1.6%

1.6%
:1.7%

4. 4%

r+

4
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APPENDICES

Data Reliability and the Standard Error

. -"Staridard Error" (S. E.) is a commonl sad measure.
of sampling variability, that is, a mea re of the d qree
of confidence that can be attached to a statistic.whi h,is
estimated by a sampling method 'rather than a complete count.

An individual statistic estimated from a sampling pro-
cedure

____----

will vary from the "true" figure that would hae been
obtained froM a complete count by an unknown amount dud to
,chance. However, if the Standard Error of an estimated num-
ber is known, statistical theory pe'niits a specific inter-
pretation of the estimated number's reliability in.terms of
probabilities. There is approximately a 2 out. of Chance
.(68%1 that the difference (either plus.or minus etween-a.
sample estimate andthe true figure is greater than the
estimate's standard error. There, is about a 9% probaba-
bility that the difference twee' the esti to and the
true figure is less than wice th Standard Error. For -

example, (from, Table ), here is ,pproxim ely a 95%
probability-that the, rue percent unemplo. ent 0E411

_ Writers, Artists, 'and Entertainers in 1975 was between
0, and _8!.-4%- [7.4% 2 ( ._5)_ to,. 7.4%, + 2 ( .5 )3_ . _About

a 5% chance remains that the true value falls outside
of this range. This range is,sometimes called the "95%
confidence range," and is a'commonly used benchmark as
an indication_of data reliability. The Standard Errors
phown in this report hae'been computed using error tables
furnished by the Buteau'of Labor Statistics.

A further technical note: The basic concept behin '
the-cOnstruction of a confidence range in t is way requi
`,that the sample size be reasonably large. substantial
number of the unemployment rates given in T bles 5 through
9 are based on very small samples and it isnot valid to
interpret a confidence range.as more than arough indication-

'of-reliability in t5ese cases. 'For example,; in several_
cases, the lower limit of a 95% confidence iange, wOuld'be
less than 0% unemployment, obviously an impossibility, This

. problem. also arises in cases of moderately large samples

L2

a



, IP)

-but with a'very, low estimated rate of unemploYment. Even
in such cases, however, the calculation of a confidence',;.
range can providea.still useful, though,often'verY crude,
indication of reliability., As noted in thetables, cases
marked with an asterisk are based on'saiitples'so small that
neither the percent unemployed nor a measure'of its relia-
bility would be accurate enough to be considered useful.
Accordingly, all cases in Tables 5 - 9 with less than
10,000 persons estimated in the total labor force or
with zero unemployment are\marked by an asterisk in the
-p.d.ent unemployed column.

_Employment and Unemployment Trends.

Some of the data. for individual occupations prescented
in Tables-4,= T indiCatesubst-antrill. changes in unemployment,
,from year'to'year or overall 5 year trends. However, because
of the data reliability problem arising from the very small
samples in some cases, most such year to year changes and

'trends cannot be confidently attributefor to other th"an varia-
tions that would be expected to occur due to chance errors
in estimation. There are statistical testing procedures
available to calculate the pro ability that a particUlar
statistic_ varies fro .yeaf because- the true-figure,
has varied rather:t an b ause of chance fluctuation. 1/
A,number of the noticeable annual fluctuations in unewpIoy-
ment for the.individual occupations do not pass. these tests,
and it is generally suggested that Tables 4 - 9.,sh6uld riot
be used to plot trend lines. HoWever, the total Writeri;
Artists, and Entertainers in Table 3 can be, used to plot
a tren4.1ine because of tbe,improyed relialbility that results
from the aggregation of data: This trend line is plotted in
Figure

1/ One.convenient test u4es the Standard Error of the two
numbers to be compared (S. E.1 and S. E.2 ) to comphte
the Standard Error of the estimated difference between
them (S. E.2 - 1). In anidentical fashion to the prp-
'cess involvinga single statistic, a confidence region
can be constructed for*thepAifference between the two
estimates. ,The formialafoethe standardzerror of the
differenad between 2 estimates is:

S.t,
.-! ..2. 1 , '

g/ -1(S.E.
1

)2, +. KS.E.
2 -

)

2

..,

''.. wheYe S.'E.1 and S. E. 2 are thecstandard.errors of ).

the two estimates.,
.

. -
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Need forAdditibnl Research .
)

A. Seasonality of Employment. Part of the lore:.of
the artistic occupations is.seasonality'in employment. This
is thought.ft9)...beAhe greatest for ACtors, Musicians;. and ,

Dancers. a*Iilarly, Architects' employment lore suggests
a broAd peak starting atthe:4eginning of the construction
season-and continuing at-a-fairlyhigh level until late fall
when construction'ctivity tends to ,diminish. Other artistic
occupations such as Painters and Sculptors, Photographers*,
.and Designers are believed to have relatively lower'degrees
of ,seasonality in their eTployment. The_data currently '

available for study..ist-toid. limited to permit assesstheryi of
seasonality. 'The data obtained in the 1970 Census was' based

. on employment in the week prior to the Census; namely, the
last week of March, 1970. This might4haveeefia period of
relatively low employment in the year for artists in khy .,

performing arts occupations, but was probably a peak period
of employment for architects. The available data does not
permit.tbe afopropriaEe adjustments to be made. Therefore,
the'data shown in Table 4 for 1970 may be misleading with

\\\

'respect td percent_ unemployment of AZ:_chitact,S.,_shottnc at a
fairly low level of 1.4%, if compared with-the annualized
monthly coverages' for 1971 - 1975; and similarly tao high

, \ for Actors; Dancers, .and Musicians and Composers. The
\ data presented for years 1971 through 1975 is based on an

. annualized monthly average and is^not revealing of -seasonal
variations of employment;

1

VAtually no research has been done on the subject'
of seasonality in unemployment in the artistic occupateion .

This 'topic should be part of a broad series of studies tQ
acquire a far better understanding of the charaCteristics
of employment in thelartistid occupations,.

9

B. Shifts in Employment Status.- A gdneral.problem in-
the measurement of employment and unemployment is that the
characteristics and conditions of the work fdrce are not
static but are,constantly changing in many was.. Of ,par -,
,ticular, importahce'in the artistic occupations are multiple
employment; sometimes referred to an "moonlighting," and
movements,between classificationS in which'employment,and

/ I 2 4
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unemploymene, are measured. Unfortunately, however, very
little-information is available for analysis. Part of
the lore of.artistic occupations such as'musicians and'
Composers, Painters and SculptorS, and Writers, is that
'many individuals derive their,principal income from no -1
artistic occupation's.- No measure of this condition i
presently available. In addition, it is believed t
many persons in artistic Occupationsfrequently sh t
status or maintain'a.dualstatuS b- working' b7"
wages and self-employment. For example' Music an
working for wages may also be a self-em ed m is
teacher and Painters, and Sculptors, and rs, may
work at-home or in studios as self-emplo -viduals
without deriving income for their-work for'lonq intervals
of.time. The distinction between an unemployed artist and
a self-employed artist-without income is largely a personal'
self-view. Table 10 shows the numbers of.perbons,in artis-
ti occupations workifll for wages or self:=employed in 1970,
while table 11 shows self- employment as a percent of the -

artistic occupation Jabor force. Figure 2 diagrams the
relationships between the several possible categories of'.
employed;and unemployed indiViduals in 'the artigtPlbor
'f'drte!. In addition, a very large group of indivi uals
are to be found in :',,group not employed or c rently
seeking employment that are therefore excA ded from, the
labor force, total. This includes individuals-Who are
'keeping house, at school, ill, or retiregl.i7there are. .

undoubtedly substantial shifts between such individuals
and those who are working, for w es, self-employed, and '

unemployed. Table 12 showS th numbers ofTersons who
last worked in artistic occup tions but/were not counted
in tpe labor force in. 1970,, hile Table 13 shows the -

persons not, cOunted, in the' abor force as a p'er'cent of.
-- the labor force. This gee) p exceeded 100000 individuals

or about 1/8th as large a the artist labo , orpe in,1970.

. Full understanding of the importance'of shifts
6-f status to the measurement of employ ant and unemploy- /
ment Of artists is not possible with' urrently available
information.° Substantialadditional research iS required
as part o /a broad program4eo improve understanding of the
!artistic cCupationst

-

1

1
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TABLE 11

SELF-EMPLOYMENT AS A PERCENT OF SELECTED
ARTISTIC OCCUPATIONS LABOR FORCE: 197b

Architects 30.8%

Actors . 12.4%

Authors 11- 32.5%

3
Dancers- 4.1%

Designers 8.3%
4

Musicians & ComposerS 29:3%

1

Painters & Sculptors. 28.7%

9

. photographers ,

A

qource: .Table 10
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FIGURE 2

DIAGRAM OF 'POSSIBLE SHIFTS
IN LABOR FORCE STATUS WITHIN
THE ARTISTIC OCCUPATIONS,.
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TABLE 13
---

/e.

PERSONS -NOT IN LABOR FORCE BUT ST r
WORKED IN ARTISTIC OCCUPATIONS 1460
TO 1970, AS A PERCENT OF SELECTED

-AR=TIC OCCUPATION LABOR FORCE,: 1970

Architects

Adtors-

J

AuthOrs

Dancers.

'Designers'.

Mu.icians & Composer's

sepainte.0;:-& Sculptors ,

Photographers
. a

:63.3%

,

74.2%

.

165%

28.5%

.22.2%

17.0%

.

. Source: TableN51,. GTO. Bureau of tlie,

*.

Census, Census of pOpulation: 1970 Sub-
ject Reports, Fihal RePort-PC(2)-7A,
0ccupationa Characteristics.
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. C. pata -Frequency.-- -The best data-available at thepresent tame for the study of employment-,and, uheMploymentof art-ists' are from the decennial censuses conducted by theBureau .of the Census. This data is gair ly detailed andmakes posSible the study Of many aspectS of the employment
-s,and ,unemployment, of artists. Mowevv, the ten year interval

s'is so great that comparisons frorrt-o*Sus to census are a
coarse Measure of change. Within t1, .,,ten year interval,
the annualized monthly averages 'data.available froth 'tlie

' Bureau of Labor Statistics provides some interesting. in'
- mati.on that is helpful in undersstanding grOss- tie-rids in
.-emplo*eniatd Unemployment. for tha_aqgregate lroup ofWriters, Artists, and Entertainers and selected occupational

data, however, is less- atourate-
._

of the-sample' size arid-rftan-y-:oC_Efiet(-db"tarred Tdat
xleccfpnia1.. 6,P,nP1-14 .ate. not >inoluclec1

- _

`A:- -change of tht--icens.u.s._period,,,from :ten year
interval to -'a five _year ,-2.11teit,Ta-1.--b653.4irring- nowproposed in the AUthorizatiion Bill for the _1980 census.

change would:provide a significant -improvement in the
thes_tiliCiy:'.f..)-le artistic. upatibn s .

A.

4.-

t.


